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President Charles F. Marsh, who led the college from 1958 to 1968, was a Wisconsin native
who spent nearly thirty years on the faculty at the College of William and Mary. He prepared
a memo for the Board of Trustees in October 1963 that analyzed the possible outcomes of a
decision to desegregate and of a decision to remain segregated.

On May 12, 1964, Wofford’s Board of Trustees, pictured below, voted to admit all qualified
students regardless of race. The board minutes document the policy change. A week later,
President Charles Marsh released a statement explaining the board’s action.

The public reaction to the decision came quickly. Many alumni and friends of the college reacted
positively, putting their thoughts into letters to President Marsh. These letters are part of the
Marsh Presidential Papers archive.

Others connected to the college protested the move. Alumni and some Methodist congregations
wrote that they would withhold contributions. These letters from individuals and churches are
critical of the decision to desegregate. These letters are part of the Marsh Presidential Papers.

The college’s committee on admissions approved the application of Albert W. Gray, a student
from Spartanburg and a graduate of Carver High School. President Marsh released this memo
announcing his enrollment. The South Carolina Methodist Advocate reported Gray’s enrollment
as well as reaction from Methodist churches around the state. Several clippings from newspapers
around the state noted the college’s action.

Albert Gray, pictured here in the 1965 Bohemian, was the only African-American student during
his freshman year. The Old Gold and Black published an interview with him in March 1965.
Drafted into the Army, Gray served in Vietnam, but returned to graduate from Wofford in 1971
with a degree in sociology.

Douglas L. Jones entered the freshman class in 1965. The Spartanburg native was a physics
and mathematics major and participated in a number of campus activities, including ROTC. In
1969, he became the first African-American to graduate from the college.

Assistant Dean of Students Bobby E. Leach joined the Wofford administration in July 1970,
becoming the college’s first African-American administrator. He was named to direct the
Residence Hall Education Program. Leach left Wofford in 1973 to become dean of students at
Southern Methodist University, and in 1978, became vice president for student affairs at Florida
State University. He earned his PhD in higher education administration in 1976 and served as
president of the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators in 1985-86, the first
African-American to hold that position. Dr. Leach died in 1989.
Dr. Otis Turner came to Wofford in 1972 as assistant professor of religion, becoming the first
African-American member of the faculty. A native of Dawson, Georgia, he graduated from
Albany State College and held seminary and doctoral degrees from Emory University. One
new course he brought to Wofford was “Religion and Black Culture.” This represented one of
several new courses added to the course catalog during an era of curriculum change.
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African-American participation in student life grew quickly, particularly as the college increased
its efforts at recruiting African-American students in the late 1960s. Whether it was on Campus
Union or its committees (such as the Civic Affairs Committee, pictured here), the campus
radio station (also pictured here) or in forming the Association of African-American Students
(pictured here in 1975), African-American students quickly made an impact on campus.

Zawaski (Zeke) Bateman was Wofford’s first African-American student athlete. A member of
the basketball team, he transferred from North Greenville Junior College in 1969, playing for
two seasons. He graduated from Wofford in 1971.

The college began to admit women as day students in the spring of 1971, and several AfricanAmerican women enrolled. The first two of these to graduate were Janice B. Means ’73, who
graduated in May 1973, and Gwendolyn H. Prince ’73, who graduated in August 1973.
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Mr. Douglas Jones and Mr. Albert Gray with Dr. Joab Lesesne, president of the college, at opening
convocation in 1999. Mr. Gray served as a member of Wofford’s Board of Trustees from 19982010. Two of Mr. Jones’ children, Moneefa Jones-Taylor ’95 and Jarvis Jones ’04, graduated
from Wofford.

Newspapers all around the state reacted to Wofford’s announcement. One trustee also took to
the editorial pages to announce his opposition.

The Textile Tribune, a local newspaper, used its editorials to issue some strong criticisms of the
college in the spring of 1964.

